Some Advice, Remarks and Expectations for Success in Calculus I
· This is a challenging course with a tight syllabus and a lot of material. You must be willing to take the challenge.
· Unlike high school courses, and like most college courses, there will be much work outside the class. On average you should expect to spend 8-10 hours of work outside the class. The number of hours that need to be spent may change from week to week and from person to person. Some weeks you may need to spend even more time.

· Seeing me outside the class and getting help is an essential , not incidental, part of learning in this course. Expect to do this regularly. You will also earn extra points for the first test, if you see me and ask questions about the material at least twice before the first test.  
· Because of the tight syllabus, we won’t have time to go over homework problems. To get help on homework problems  either  a) visit me in the office  or  b) go to tutoring sessions in MSSC (or BOTH)
· Have a positive attitude and open mind.  Sentiments  like “I hate Maple”, “I cannot do this”, “This is different from what I am used to, so something must be wrong with it” do not help. They don’t help you,  me or the world at large! Be positive and keep trying. Talk to me, your classmates  and other people. Question and discuss. Learn to be critical of your own work. Try to understand and learn from different points of view.
· Even if you might have seen some of the material before,  do not assume that it will be just like the calculus course in high school. We do go deeper in this course and move much faster than a typical high school Calculus course. Be prepared to tackle challenging problems even if you are familiar with the topic. You may not find a recipe or template for every problem in the homework; you will need to think deeply on some of the homework problems and extend what you learned in class.  This does not mean that you are on your own when class is dismissed. I strongly recommend that you start on the homework as soon after class is over as possible. That way, if  you get stuck on an assignment you can come to see me and get help before it is due. I  am  your primary source for help with this course. You are also welcome to discuss the homework problems with fellow students and make use of the helps sessions offered by  MSSC.
· Being able to read mathematics is very important to understand it. You should  read sections from the textbook before they are “covered” in class. Read the textbook actively. This means read carefully, more than once if necessary, and have a paper and pencil ready to work out some of the computations.  Notice that this is probably different from what you are used to. 

· You  should study daily. Doing  regular work  in smaller amounts is more beneficial than trying to do too much  in short amount of time.
· You will be expected to have more responsibility about your own learning. If you see that you are falling behind, it is primarily your responsibility to ask for help.
· Inappropriate use of computers in the classroom will not be tolerated. Please come to class on time (a few minutes early if possible)
· Answers to homework problems must be in complete sentences and be legible. Random math expressions floating around may receive no credit.

· A common source of problems in Calculus is basic algebra. If you have any difficulties with it, make an extra effort to fix it.
   Again this will be a challenging course. It will be rewarding if you are up to the challenge. Have fun! Do not hesitate to ask for help.
Good luck and have a wonderful semester!

