Math 435: Abstract Algebra II

Spring 2012
General Course Information

Professor:   Noah Aydin
 Office: RBH 319 
Phone: 5674
E-mail: aydinn@kenyon.edu  

Class Times: MWF  11:10-12

              Classroom: PRCL09
Office Hours: See course web page, and by appointment 

Class web page: http://www2.kenyon.edu/depts/math/aydin/teach/435

Textbook: A first course in Abstract Algebra, J. B. Fraleigh, 7th ed, Addison Wesley. ISBN 0271763907

Course Content  This course is a continuation of Math 335, Abstract Algebra I and it will focus on the theory of rings and fields. We will cover most of the chapters 4,5,6 and 9 in the textbook.

Grading and Evaluation Criteria: 

Final grades will be determined based on the performance in the following components.

	Component
	Percentage

	Homework
	30

	Attendance/Participation/Enthusiasm
	10

	Midterm Exams
	30

	Final Exam
	30


Daily Reading. Actively reading the textbook before each lesson is a necessity. Come to class prepared with questions and comments for discussion. There will not be enough time to cover all aspects of each topic during class. You will still be held responsible for the material.
Weekly Homework: As in most math classes, weekly written homework problems is one of the most important part of the course. Homework assignments will typically include a mixture of computation and proof writing. Computations will serve to develop problem-solving ability while providing motivation and intuition necessary to understand the theory. Proof writing will serve to develop the presentation skills necessary to communicate rigorous mathematical ideas to others.  Standards in grading homework problems will be high. You will be evaluated on neatness, completeness, correctness and rigor. 

Exams:  Each  exam will have a take home part and an in-class part.

Midterm Exams- The exact date  of each exam will be announced at least a week in advance, but   the first exam will be around week 5 (Feb 13) and the second exam  around week 10 (Apr 2) . 


 Final Exam-         Monday, May 7, 8:30 am. Final will be comprehensive and 3 hours long.

Attendance, Participation and Late Policy: Regular attendance is required. No make-up exams will be given without justified and documented excuses. No work will be accepted late.  Each unexcused absence  will negatively affect your participation grade. It is necessary but not sufficient not to miss any classes. You are also expected to present problems to the class regularly, participate in class discussions and show enthusiasm for the subject. When you present problems to the class, please give generous explanations, both verbally and in writing. Apply high standards of presentation to yourself that you would like to see in your professor or other presenters. 

Academic Honesty:  You are expected to know and abide by the rules on "Academic Honesty and Questions of Plagiarism" set forth in the 2011-2012 Kenyon College Catalog http://www.kenyon.edu/x11747.  Presenting the work of others as your own is strictly prohibited. In the case of homework, you may discuss problems with others, but the final submitted work must be done independently and should reflect your own understanding.  Violation of this rule will result in a report to the Academic Infraction Boards (AIB). 

Disabilities: If you have any disability which requires any accommodations please see me as soon as 

possible.  You must first consult Ms. Erin Salva, the coordinator of disability services (salvae@kenyon.edu, x5453). She is the person responsible for coordinating accommodations and services for students with disabilities. No accommodations will be granted in this course without a notification from the Office of Disability Services.
