Math 111.03 - Calculus A

Syllabus and Course Procedures-Fall 2003

Professor:   Noah Aydin
 Office: RBH 309-A 
Phone: 5674
E-mail: aydinn@kenyon.edu  

Office Hours: M: 3:10-4, T, R: 12:10-2 and other times by appointment (subject to change, check the web page for possible changes)

Class Meetings: M,R   19:00-21:00  in RBH 311

Class web page: http://www2.kenyon.edu/depts/math/aydin/teach/fall03/111/

Textbook:  CALCULUS from Graphical, Numerical and Symbolic Points of View, by Ostebee and Zorn,Volume 2, 2nd edition, Brooks/Cole (2002)

Course Content: The first in a three-semester calculus sequence, this course covers the basic ideas, techniques  and applications of differential calculus. We will cover most of Chapters 1-5 of the textbook.

Grades: Final grades will be determined based on the performance in the following components.

	Component
	% of Total

	Daily Homework
	15

	Quizzes
	10

	3 Midterm Exams
	30

	Gateway Exam
	10

	Projects
	15

	Final Exam
	20


Exam  Dates: 

There will be 3 midterm exams and a 3-hour comprehensive final exam in this course. These exams will be closed book and closed notes examinations. A make-up exam will be administered only in the presence of an excused absence or prior approval from the instructor.  The dates of the exams are as follows:

Exam I:  Monday Sep 22

Exam II: Monday Oct 27 (Exam 2 will have two parts: an in-class part and a take-home part. The         

          in-class part is the Gateway exam)

Exam III: Thursday Nov 20 (right before the Thanksgiving break)

              Final Exam: Since this is a night class, we will find a time convenient to most of the people.

More info about Gateway exam and projects will be posted on the class web site.

Software: There will be considerable amount of work done with the aid of computer algebra system MAPLE. The MAPLE is available for your use in Peirce 001, RBH 311 (evenings only),and in other public network sites. I will assume no prior knowledge of MAPLE, so you will learn what you need as we go along.

Daily Reading:  Reading the textbook BEFORE each class is a necessity. You should come to class prepared with questions and comments for discussion. There will not enough time to cover all aspects of every topic during the class. You will still be held responsible for the material. (See the web page for daily schedule)

Daily Homework:  As with most math classes, homework is the most important aspect of this course. Homework will be assigned regularly and collected at least once a week. Homework may involve hand-written computations and explanations, as well as computer exercises. Your homework should be legible, with problem number and final answer clearly indicated. Explanations in complete sentences are expected.

Random math expressions floating in space will receive no credit. Your lowest homework score will be dropped in the computation of the final grade. (See the web page for homework assignment)


Homework Policies: 

1. Homework is due at the start of class on the assigned due date. Late homework will not be accepted. If you know that you will be missing class for some reason, you should turn in assignments BEFORE you leave. Extensions may be granted under extenuating circumstances, but these should be discussed with me in advance. 

2. You may discuss homework problems with others (including, but not limited to, your classmates) but whatever you submit must be your own work and understanding. 

3. Homework will be will be evaluated for neatness, completeness and correctness. Messy work that is difficult to read may receive no credit.  

Quizzes:  There will be frequent, unannounced quizzes. They will likely be among the  suggested homework problems (or similar to them). So always be prepared for the class. Also, you are expected  to actively participate in class discussions and problem solving.

Projects. Being able to express yourself in writing is important in mathematics, as it is in any other field of endeavor.During the semester you will be asked to write two short papers on topics relevant to the class. For each of these papers you will be working with one or two partners. Your group will turn in a single paper and, except in extraordinary circumstances, each member of the group will receive the same grade. The process of writing a paper has two major components, each of which should constitute about half the work on the paper. The first is to work out the mathematical details of the topic that you have been assigned. The second is to make sense of those mathematical details and to organize them into a coherent narrative. The paper may very well include symbols, computations, and graphs; however, these will need to be accompanied by generous verbal explanations that explain the mathematical ideas. You will be expected to write clearly and coherently, using correct mathematical and English grammar.

Attendance Policy: Learning mathematics is greatly enhanced through active participation in mathematical discussions and small group activities. To fully take advantage of these modes of learning, it is essential that you attend class. You will be expected to attend and be on time for each class meeting. A student who misses a class meeting will be held responsible for the material covered and any assignments or announcements that were given.

Computer Use Policy: This classroom is equipped with computers for student use. During a class period computer usage is restricted to students enrolled in the course. In addition, use of the computer by enrolled students is limited to activities related to current class discussions and found appropriate by the instructor.  Inappropriate computer use during class by a student can be distracting to other students, and such use is prohibited during class. Inappropriate activities include playing computer games, reading e-mail, chatting, surfing the web, working assignments for other courses, or any other activity which distracts the student, or other students, from the work of the course. The instructor may exact penalties for inappropriate computer use during class.

Academic Honesty: The rules set forth in the 2002-2003 Course of Study apply to all aspects of this course. In general, any work submitted for credit must result directly from your own understanding, thoughts, and ideas. Presenting the work of others as your own is strictly prohibited. In the case of homework you may collaborate with others in discussing how a problem may be solved, but the final submitted  solutions should be your work alone.

Disabilities: If you have any disability which requires any accommodations please see me as soon as 

possible.  You must first consult Ms. Erin Salva, the coordinator of disability services (salvae@kenyon.edu, x5145). She is the person responsible for coordinating accommodations and services for students with disabilities. No accommodations will be granted in this course without a notification from the Office of Disability Services.

ADVICE 

· This is a fast-paced and challenging course.

· Regular and hard work is required. Study daily.

· Do not hesitate to ask for help whenever you need. (Make appointments with me if needed)

· You are expected to participate in class discussions and volunteer to present solutions.

