Math 227: Methods of Discrete Mathematics

Fall 2004

General Course Information

Professor:   Noah Aydin
 Office: RBH 319 
Phone: 5674
E-mail: aydinn@kenyon.edu  

Class Times: T,R 2:40-4
              Classroom:  RBH 213

Office Hours:  MWF: 10:10-1; M:3;10-4; R: 4:10-5 and other times by appointment 

Class web page: http://www2.kenyon.edu/depts/math/aydin/teach/fall04/227

Textbook: Introductory Combinatorics, K. P. Bogart, Third Edition, Academic Press. ISBN: 0121108309

Course Content  This course is an introduction to modern combinatorics. Roughly, the first half of the class will concern methods of enumeration, while the second half of the class will be based on graph theory.

Grading and Evaluation Criteria: 

Final grades will be determined based on the performance in the following components.

	Component
	Percentage

	Hmw/Presentation/Participation/Attn
	40

	2 Midterm Exams
	30

	Final Paper
	20

	Final Presentation
	10


Homework Assignments. 
Approximately once per class meeting, you will be asked to read a section of the text and do some problems from that section. You should not write these problems up as if to hand them in; instead, you should prepare them to present to the class at the following meeting. This means you will need to think carefully so that you can present the solution in a clear and precise way. It is just as important that you communicate your solution well to the class, as it is that you have a correct solution. 

The vast majority of our class time will be used for such presentations. Therefore, it is extremely important that you come to each class prepared to present the problems you have been assigned, and to discuss the problems that other students will present. You will hurt your understanding and your classmates' understanding of the course material if you come to class unprepared, or worse, do not come to class at all. 

This does not mean that you are required to solve every problem completely every time, but it does mean that you are required to think deeply about every problem so that you have something to say about it when the time comes. Some problems that are assigned will be difficult; some will not be solved the first time around. I strongly encourage you not to tackle them all by yourself. Please work on them in groups, and please ask me for help (in my office hours, or by appointment at other times). You can also just drop by my office hours to say hi, or shoot the breeze. Whatever the reason, please use my office hours as often as you like. 

Midterm Exams: The exact date  of each exam will be announced at least a week in advance.

Final  Paper and Presentation:      

In lieu of  a final exam, you will write a paper on some area of combinatorics. You will also present your paper in the class during the last week of classes. More information will be given about this later in the semester.

Academic Honesty:  In general, the rules set forth in the 2003-2004 Course of Study apply. Presenting the work of others as your own is strictly prohibited. In the case of homework, you may collaborate with others in discussing how a problem may be solved, but your write-up must be your own. If you submit work that contains the ideas or words of someone else, then you must provide proper citation. Assistance can not be given nor received (other than by the instructor) on any quiz, or exam associated with this course, except where explicitly allowed by the instructor. In the case of a group assignment, all members of the group should contribute equally to writing the final product. And every member of the group is responsible for the content of the entire paper, not just the section(s) that are written by that person. Don't put your name on a paper written by others. For further information, consult your instructor..

Disabilities: If you have any disability which requires any accommodations please see me as soon as 

possible.  You must first consult Ms. Erin Salva, the coordinator of disability services (salvae@kenyon.edu, x5145). She is the person responsible for coordinating accommodations and services for students with disabilities. No accommodations will be granted in this course without a notification from the Office of Disability Services.
