
  Saliba Chapter 7: The Age of Decline 

1. What are the two assumptions of the classical narrative about the decline of science in the Islamic World?  How 
does each school of thought/group view the Islamic civilization? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. What are the evidence against each argument?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. How do the proponents of CN view scholarly works contained in commentaries? How does Saliba explain their 
roles? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. What are some evidence against the idea of deadly struggle between science and religion? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
5. According to Saliba when did the age of decline start? How does he define “decline”?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. According to Saliba what are the causes of the age of decline in Islamic science and the faster rise of science in 
Europe? 
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